How do family drug and alcohol courts work with parents to safely reduce the number of children in care? A rapid realist review by Meindl, Melissa et al.
A rapid realist review
How do Family Drug and 
Alcohol Courts work with 
parents to safely reduce the 
number of children in care? 
If you’d like this publication in an alternative format such as Braille, 
large print or audio, please contact us at: wwccsc@nesta.org.uk
To find out more visit What Works for Children’s Social Care at: whatworks-csc.org.uk, 
or CASCADE at: sites.cardiff.ac.uk/cascade
Authors 
Melissa Meindl, Lorna Stabler, Laura Mayhew-Manistre, Lucy Sheehan, Chloe O’Donnell, Donald Forrester 
and Sarah L. Brand
About What Works for Children’s Social Care
About CASCADE
What Works for Children’s Social Care seeks better 
outcomes for children, young people and families by 
bringing the best available evidence to practitioners 
and other decision makers across the children’s social 
care sector. We generate, collate and make accessible 
the best evidence for practitioners, policy makers and 
practice leaders to improve children’s social care and 
the outcomes it generates for children and families.
The Children’s Social Care Research and 
Development Centre (CASCADE) at Cardiff 
University is concerned with all aspects of 
community responses to social need in children and 
families, including family support services, children in 
need services, child protection, looked after children 
and adoption. It is the only centre of its kind in Wales 
and has strong links with policy and practice.
Acknowledgements 
We would like to thank the local authorities (Gloucestershire, East Sussex, Pan-London, and Milton Keynes 
& Buckinghamshire), individual practitioners, parents and judges that acted as consultants, allowed us to 
observe hearings and offered feedback throughout the development of this review. We would also like to 
acknowledge the support of Laura Cook, Wanda O’Connor, Teresa Gallagher and Shaheda Khatun for 
their administrative support producing this report, and the Specialist Unit of Review Evidence (SURE) at 
Cardiff University for supporting literature searches.
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

  
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 ............................................................................................................................................ 1 
 .................................................................................................................................................... 10 
 ...................................................................................................................................................... 11 
  ....................................................................................................................................... 12 
  ....................................................................................................................................... 13 
  ............................................................................................................................ 13 
  ................................................................................................................... 14 
  ................................................................................................................................ 166 
  .......................................................................................................................................... 17 
  ........................................................................................................................................... 188 
  .............................................................................................................................................. 188 
  ............................................................................ 19 
  ....... 19 
 ................................................................ 21 
  ........................................... 222 
  ............................................................................. 22 
  ........................................................................... 233 
  .............. 233 
  ........................ 233 
  ........................................................................................................................................... 255 
  ....................................................................................................................... 25 
  ..................................................... 26 
  ......................................................................................................................... 288 
  .................... 311 
  .................. 34 
  .................................................... 45 
  .................................................................................................................................. 52 
  ................................................................. 53 
  ........................................................................ 544 
  ....................................................................................................................................... 599 
 
............................................................................................................ 599 
  ................ 599 
  .................................................. 611 
  611 
 
............................................................................................................. 622 
  
  ....................................................................................................................................... 711 
  ....................................................................................................................................... 722 
  ........................................................................................... 733 
 ........................................................................................................................................................ 766 
......................................................................................................................................................... 80 
 .............................................................................................................. 80 
 ............................................................................................................. 82 
 ....................................................... 85 
 ........................... 1144 
 ............................................................. 1366 
 .............................................................. 1444 
 .................................................. 1499 
 .......................................................... 15151 
.................................................................................................. 1522 
 .................................................................................... 1544 
 ............... 1577 
 ....................... 16161 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
  
 
  
• • 
• 
• 
• 
• • 
• 
• 
• • 
• 
• 
  
• • 
• 
• 
 
 
• 
  
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
  
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
  
 
  
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
  
  
  
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
  
• 
• 
• 
• 
  
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
  
  
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
  
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
  
• 
• 
• 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
  
 
  
• 
• 
  
• 
• 
• 
• 
  
  
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• 
  
• 
• 
• 
• 
  
• 
• 
• 
• 
  
 
 
  
 
  
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
 
  
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
wwccsc@nesta.org.uk 
 @whatworksCSC 
whatworks-csc.org.uk
